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Tu E proceedings of every ſociety, avowedly 
formed and aſſembled for public purpoſes, are a 
juſt ſubject of public examination and inquiry. 
No apology, therefore, can be neceſſary, for ma- 
king ſuch remarks as ſhall appear to be well 
founded, on the conduct, principles, and publica- 
tions, of the Society meeting at the Crown and An- 
chor Tavern, in the Strand, under the title of 
The Aſſociation for preſerving Liberty and Pro- 
« perty, againſt Republicans and Levellers.“ 
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Trrs Society was eſtabliſhed in November; 
1792; and, at a meeting held on the 20th of that 21 
month, it was refolved, that the perſons preſent 
ſhould become a ſociety for diſcouraging and 
« ſuppreſſing ſeditious publications.” It was 
atſo reſolved, that the ſociety would © uſe its 
« beſt endeavours to explain thoſe topics of pub- 
« lic difcufſion, which had been perverted by 
«.evil-defigning men.” On the 24th of the 
fame month, they recommended, by public ad- 
vertiſement, the eſtabliſhmeng of ſimilar ſocietics 
in other places; and they reſolved, that the 
« object of ſuch ſocieties ſhould be, to c K 
*© THE CIRCULATION OF SEDITIOUS PUBLICA® 
& TIONS OF ALL KINDS, whether news-papers or 
« pamphlets, or the invitations to ctub-meetings, 


= by diſcovering and bringing to juſtice, not only 


« the authors of them, but thoſe who kept them 
« in ſhops, or hawked them in the ſtreets for 
« ſale; or, what was much worſe, were employed 
& in circulating them from houſe to houſe, in 
« any manner whatever,” Other aſſociations, 
eſtabliſhed on — Pcs to that of the 

2 * Crown 


1 
Crown and Anchor Tavern, have accordingly 
been formed in various parts of the kingdom ; 
and the country has been in conſequence diſ- 
graced, by numerous combinations againſt the 
freedom of the preſs. | 


Tus pretence for eſtabliſhing the Crown and 
Anchor Aſſociation, and ſimilar ſocieties and 
aſſociations, was, © the danger to which the pub- 
« lic peace and order were expoſed, by the cir 
«K CULATION OF MISCHIEVOUS OPINIONS,” and 
* ſentiments in direct oppoſition to the laws of the 
« land; and it was ſaid, that this circulation was 
principally carried on © by the induſtry of clubs 
and ſocieties of various denominations, in many 
« parts of the kingdom.“ It was farther ſaid, 
that « wicked men, by the means of clubs and 
e aſſociations, had been ſpreading, among the 
“ ſimple and ignorant, ſeditious opinions, de- 
« ſtructive of good government, and the hap- 
« pineſs of us all. Good men aſſociated to coun- 
« teract thoſe evil deſigns, to ſupport good 
« government, and to continue to us our preſent 


« hap- 
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0. happinefs*. „ Who were the * wicked men“ 
here intended, I will not undertake particularly 
to ſpecify ; but the good men” were evidently 
the members of the Crown and Anchor Aſſocia- 
tion, and their followers, Ger 


Ix a ſubſequent advertiſement, the Crown and 
Anchor Aſſociation declared, that they would 
«© uſe their beſt endeavours, in aid and ſupport of 
* the civil magiſtrates, to DISCOURAGE AND 
* COUNTERACT ALL SEDITIOUS PUBLICATIONS, 
and attempts to diſturb the peace of the king- 
* dom.” They added, that “ in doing this, 
« and in making the preſent declaration of their 
intention, they hoped they ſhould induce 
« others, who had the ſame wiſh with themſelves 
“ to ſupport the good laws and conſtitution of 
* this kingdom, and the peace and happineſs of 
« ſociety, to make ſimilar exertions in their 

«" reſpective 8 for the like pur- 
. _ of 

| Tre 


.. *, Proceedings of the Aﬀſpciation for preſerving Liberty ad 
Property againſt Republicans and Levellers, Ne I. p. 8. 
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Tux loyal aſſociations which were thus formed, 
in different parts of the kingdom, did not confine 
themſelves merely to the ſuppreſſion of ſeditious 
publications, or to attacks on the liberty of the 
preſs; but they alſo endeavoured to ſuppreſs the 
freedom of converſation, and forcibly tg inter- 
rupt the meetings of all clubs or ſocieties, whoſe 
object was political diſcuſſion. They publiſhed 
reſolutions, in which they declared, that they 
would individually, and collectively, be vigilant 
in the detection, and zealous in the proſecution, 
of all ſuch perſons as might attempt to alienate 
the affections of the people from the eſtabliſhed 
gqvernment, either by the circulation of diſaffect= 
ed publications, or ſeditious converſation. Pub. 
licans were threatened to have their licences 
withdrawn, if they ſuffered any ſeditious clubs 
or meetings in their houſes, or permitted any 
ſeditious publications to be read, or debated, or 
any ſeditious converſation; and, being intimi- 
dated by theſe threats, the publicans themſelves 
made united declarations, that they would exert 
themſelves to ſuppreſs ſeditioug writings, and to 
diſcloſe and make known ſeditious converſation, 
965 hes beg 
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EY 
Sven aſſociations againſt the freedom of the 
preſs, and the freedom of ſpeech, never appeared 
before in this country, or in any other, in which 
the inhabitants had any pretenſions to public 
liberty. It is extraordinary that any attempts 
ſhould have been made to form ſuch aſſociations, 
and ſtill more extraordinary that ſuch attempts 
ſhould have ſucceeded. But the nation had been 
filled with alarms of plots and conſpiracies 
againſt the conſtitution, which never exiſted, and 
of which not the leaſt evidence could ever be 


| produced. The moſt falſe and malignant repre- 


ſentations were likewiſe given of thoſe ſocieties, 
which had bcen eſtabliſhed for the purpoſe of 
promoting a parliamentary reform, or in any 
other manner advancing the real intereſts of 
public freedom. 


Ass0c1ATIoNs of private individuals, inveſted 
with no legal authority, but combined together 
for the purpoſe of exhibiting informations, or in - 
ſtituting proſecutions, aginſt their fellow citizens, 
for what they may deem too great freedoms i in 


ſpeaking, or in n are certainly very incon- 
ſiſtem 


1. 4 

ſiſtent with the genius of a free people. Aſſo- 
ciations of men, in order to ſecure their own 
rights, are not uncommon; but aſſociations of 
men to deprive themſelves of their liberties, or 
of any important part of them, may be conſidered 
as truly wonderful; and yet preciſely of this 
nature were many of the affociations which have 
lately taken place in this country. 


Tur number of ſeditious publications which 
were circulated, was urged as the principal reaſon 
for theſe | aſſociations : but whatever political 
publications may have appeared, there could not 
poſſibly be any juſt reaſon for eſtabliſhing any 
ſocieties or affociations of this kind. It is well 
known to every man, who has fully and impar- 
tially inveſtigated the ſubject, that the powers 
poſſeſſed by the crown, and the crown officers, 
in the caſe of libels, are of ſuch a nature, that they 
can require no additional ſtrength, if it be in- 
tended that any thing like the freedom of the 
preſs ſhould be preſerved to the inhabitants of 


| this country. It has, indeed, been pretended, 
that theſe aſſociations are not againſt the freedom 
B of 
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of the preſs, but againſt its licentiouſneſs ; and a 
ſimilar defence is made with reſpect to the 
attacks on freedom of converſation. But who 
were to point out the preciſe boundaries between 
liberty and licentiouſneſs, either in ſpeaking or 


in writing? Any man who ſhould ſtate reaſons 


tor a parliamentary reform, and urge the neceſ- 
ſity for it, might be conſidered, by many of the 
aſſociators, as employed in attempting to alienate 


the affections of the people from the eſtabliſhed 
conſtitution. Or if any man ſhould happen to 
diſapprove the meaſures of adminiſtration, and 


expreſs this diſapprobation either by ſpeech, or 
by writing, this might be deemed ſeditious, ae 


as tending to ſubvert the public peace. No man 
could, indeed, be convicted, without ſome legal 


proceſs ; but if ſentiments adverſe to the great 


| Intereſts of liberty are propagated among all 
orders of the people, and if they are taught to. 


conſider every publication as libellous, which 


arraigns or cenſures the proceedings of govern- 


ment, the moſt public-ſpirited and meritorious 
political writers may be convicted as libellers, 
without reaſon, and without juſtice. Thoſe who 

imagine, 
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imagine, that no man can be convicted as a 
libeller, unleſs his publication be really criminal, 
muſt be little read in the State Trials, or in the 
hiſtory of proſecutions for libels. Whether a pub- 
lication be, or be not a libel, is by no means a 
queſtion equally clear with whether an action be 
1 not a felony. The latter ſpecies of offence 
is preciſely defined by the laws; whereas the 
former has been often a ſubject of contention, and 
of great doubt and uncertainty, among the ableſt 
and the acuteſt lawyers. In trials for libels, it 
is alſo well known, that the judges, being ap- 
pointed by the crown, are not apt to be too 
partial to the freedom of the preſs. If proſecu- 
tions, therefore,” for political publications are 
frequent; if committees of accuſation againſt 
libellers,”or pretended libellers, are to be formed 
in every county, and in every diſtrit; and if 
thoſe men, who are likely to ſerve on juries, have 
become members of theſe aſſociations, or adopted 
their principles, it will be impoſſible, that any 
thing like the real freedom of the preſs can ſub- 
fiſt in this country. | 


EJ 

Ir erroneous opinions reſpecting the rights of 
men, or the proceedings of adminiſtration, or any 
particular modes of government, are propagated, 
the only proper method of preventing any ill 
effects that may be ſuppoſed to reſult from ſuch 
opinions, is to prove that they are falſe, or ill- 
grounded, or abſurd. This will be more fatis- 
factory, and more efficacious, than any proſecu- 


tions of libellers. Men may for a time be 
ſilenced, or a book may be prohibited, in conſe- 


quence of the information of an attorney-general, 
and the deciſion of a court of juſtice; but no 
argument can be refuted by any other means than 
by that of reaſoning. It is abſurd to ſuppoſe, 
that public liberty can ſubſiſt, where there is not 
freedom of ſpecch, and the freedom of the preſs. 


It has been imagined, that the late aſſociations 


were favourable to the ſecurity of property: but 
Gordon ſays, « The ſecurity of property, and the 
freedom of ſpeech, always go together; and in 
« thoſe wretched countries where a man cannot 
call his tongue his own, he can ſcarcely call 
tt any thing elſe his own, Whoever would over- 


throw the liberty of a nation, muſt begin by 


& ſubduing 


E 
1 ſubdulng the freedom of ſpeech ; a thing ter- 
* rible to public traitors.” 


Mucn has been ſaid concerning clubs and ſo. 
cieties in England, who were charged with ha- 
ving formed deſigns to ſubvert the conſtitution, 
and overturn the government. But neither the 
adminiſtration, nor their adherents, have been 
able to ſuſtain a fingle proſecution againſt any 
of thoſe popular ſocieties in England, concerning 
which ſuch ferious alarms were profeſſed to be 
entertained. With all the vigilance of the Crown 
and Anchor aſſociation, and of ſimi lar aſſociations 
in the country, and with all the vigilance of the 
- magiſtrates and officers of government, it does 
not appear, that a ſingle ſociety or club in the 
kingdom has been diſcovered, whoſe object was 
the eſtabliſhment of a republic, or againſt whom 
any evidence could be produced, of any deſigns 
or attempts againſt the conſtitution, or the go- 
vernment, 


Tux ſocieties for a reform of parliament, and 
the other. popular ſocieties, have conducted their 


proceedings 
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proceedings in a very open and public manner, 
But it was recommended, that the buſineſs of the 


| Crown and Anchor affociation, and other ſocieties 


on the fame plan, ſhould be conducted by * ſmall 
% committees ;” the members being reminded, 
that theſe were * not open ſocieties for ral K and 
« DEBATE, but for PRIVATE CONSULTATION and 
„ REAL | BUSINESS*.” This was certainly the 
beſt mode of proceeding for a ſociety, which 
avowedly received anonymous information againſt 
private individuals ; but how far receiving, and 
acting upon ſuch anonymous information, was 
conſiſtent with any principles of honour, I ſhall 
leave to the public at large to determine. The 
holy court of inquiſition, like the ſociety at the 
Crown and Anchor, alſo has recourſe to privatc 
and anonymous information : but it is alleged in 
juſtification of the latter, that though the gentle. 
men of this aſſociation did receive private and 


anonymous information, they always made a very 


prudent and diſcreet uſe of it; and there can be 
no doubt, but that the court of inquiſition would 
In . 5 | > at 


0 Proddediage of the Aſſociation for preſerving Liberty and 
Property, &. Ne I. p. 7. 
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ſet up juſt the ſame kind of defence. The Crown 
and Anchor aſſociation ſeem, however, perfectly 
ſatisfied with their own conduct: for though 
veſted with no legal authority for the purpoſe, 
they have voted, that in meeting avowedly to 
receive anonymous information againſt private 
individuals, they believe they have diſcharged 
« the duty of good citizens, as well as that of 
« perſons who have aſſociated for. the expreſs 


« purpoſe of defending the laws and conſtitution 
« of their country®*,” 


Bes1Des the ſuppreſſion, by proſecutions, of 
ſeditious publications in general, the Crown and 
Anchor aſſociation alſo propoſed particularly to 
diſcountenance ſuch news-papers, as might hap- 
pen not to adopt the court creed, or that of their 
aſſociation. By the reſolution of a committee 
of this aſſociation, dated Dec. 4, 1792, it was 
« earneſtly recommended to all good ſubjects, 
« whether maſters of private families, or Keepers 
« of inns; taverns, or coffee-houſes, to diſcon- 
e tinue and diſcourage the uſe and circulation 

+: 
* Ibid, Ne II. p. 3. 
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« of all diſloyal and ſeditious news-pupers 
This was introduced by an abſurd and unfounded 
tale about French emiſſaries, who were ſuppoſed 
to have corrupted ſome of the editors of news- 
papers. Whatever corruption there may have 
deen of the editors of news- papers, that corrup- 
tion has certainly proceeded from a quarter very 
different from that of republicans and levellers ; 
and not the leaſt evidence has yet been produced 
even of the exiſtence of thoſe French emiſſa- 
« ries,” who are ſaid to © wiſh to deſtroy our 
« excellent conſtitution.” 


Tuovon the members of this aſſociation had 
a deep ſenſe of the evils that might ariſe, from 
ſedirious news-papers being read by the common 
people, they were yet of opinion, that they might 
derive benefit from an occaſional perufal of ſome 
of the loyal papers; and accordingly, in one of 
the publications of the fociety, they are particu- 
latly recommended to attend to the ſtatements, 
in theſe papers, of the ſavings in the public- 
money, which have been made by the preſent 

miniſter, 


© Ibid. Ne I. p. 12. 
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Miniſter, and which, if his pure and virtuous 
intentions had not been fruſtrated, by his being 
compelled to call out the militia, might have re- 
lieved the poor from ſore of their taxes*, 


Tus Crown and Anchor aſſociation were not 
content with taking proper meaſures againſt 
authors, printers, and bookſellers, who might 
write, print, or ſell ſeditious libels, but they alſo 
publiſhed, on the 6th of December, 1792, a very 
| ſolemn admonition to the news-carriers. They 
reſolved, * That a caution be hereby given to 
« all ſellers of news-papers, news- carriers, per- 
e ſons delivering hand-bills for club-meetingy, 
« and the like, that if ſuch papers are ſeditious 
« or treaſonable, they are alſo guilty, equally with 
« the original publiſher, printer, or author; and 
© that it becomes them /erioufly to confider: what 
e are the news-papers, papers of invitation to 
« clubs and other meetings, which they ſell; 
« carry, or diſtribute, and whether they are of 
* a nature to bring upon them the penalties of 
« the law,” r 

C Ir 


* Crown and Anchor aſſociation publications, Ne 7, p. 2. 
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Ir might have been preſumed, that it would 
have occurred to the ſagacity of the members of 
the Crown and Anchor aſſociation, that if their 
ſtatement was juſt, the poor news-carriers muſt 
be in a very perilous ſituation. It is alſo evident, 
that their occupation muſt be very laborious, and 
require no inconſiderable degree of knowledge. 
A news-carrier cannot, any more than any other 
man, be aſſured, that the papers he ſells contain 
no libels, unleſs he has previouſly read them. Ht 
is alſo neceſſary, that he ſhould be well {killed in 
the law of libels. He would likewiſe be ſub- 
zected to the reproaches of ſuch of his cuſtomers, 
as were not ſo well informed as the members of 
the Crown and Anchor aſſociation, for his delay 
in the delivery of his papers. For by the time 
that a news-man had peruſed the Morning 
Chronicle, and the Morning Poſt, and the 
Gazetteer, and the Diary, and the Times, and 
the World, and the Public Advertiſer, and the 
Public Ledger, the day muſt of neceſſity be far 
advanced. In the evening alſo, not only his 
labours, but his ſtudies, muſt again commence. 


He would then have, on ſome cvcnings in the 
week, 


E | 
week, to paſs through the Star, and the St. 


James's Chronicle, and the London- Evening, 
and the London Chronicle, and Lloyd's Evening, 
and the General Evening, and varicus other 
papers. In ſhort, in order to comply properly 
with the directions of the Crown and Anchor 
aſſociation, and carry on his trade ſafely, a news- 
carrier would be reduced to the neceſſity of read- 
ing more than ſome of the biſhops. And, after 
all this labour, if he ſhould happen to overlook 
a ſeditious paragraph, or not perceive its perni- 
cious tendency, he might ſtill be in danger. 
Very grave lawyers, well ſkilled in black-letter 
caſes, and of profound reading, have been ex- 
tremely cautious of pronouncing haſtily in matter 
of libel. It appears, that Mr. Juſtice Buller, on 
the trial of the Dean of St. Aſaph for a libel, at 
Shrewſbury, in 1784, declined giving any opinion 
whether the dialogue, for the publication of 
which the dean was tried, and which was known 
to be written by Sir William Jones, was, or was 
not a libel. It was not for him,“ he ſaid, * a 
* ſingle judge, ſitting at N Prius, to fay, 

C 2 « whether 
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« whether the pamphlet was, or was not a 
« libelꝰ. But a news- man muſt determine im- 
mediately, whether the papers he is to ſell con- 
tain libellous matter, or otherwiſe. Now to 
expect, that news- carriers in general ſhould be 
more learned in the law of libels than Mr. Juſ- 
tice Buller, and that they ſhould read more, in 
the ordinary courſe of their profeſſion, than ſome 
of the bench of biſhops, does not ſeem perfectly 
reaſonable. 


Tux Crown and Anchor aſſociation had reſol- 
ved, that they would * uſe their beſt endeavours, 
« in aid and ſupport of the civil magiſtrates ;** 
and accordingly, on the firſt of December, 1792, 
they reſolved, that the thanks of that ſociety 
ſhould be given to the lord-mayor of London, 
« for his well- timed activity and exertion in ſup- 
« port of the laws and conſtitution.” One ſignal 
ſervice, which had been performed by this magiſ- 

trate, 


Proceedings at the Aſſizes at Shrewſbury, in the cauſe of 
the Dean of St. Aſaph, taken in ſhort-hand by William 


Blanchard, p. 102. 
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trate, was, as it was generally reported, the ſup- 
preſſion of a ſociety of young men, who were 
accuſtomed to meet at a houſe in Cornhill for po- 
litical diſcuſſion, and who had formed the wicked 
deſign of entering into a public debate concern- 
ing the balance of Europe. By the courage, mag- 
nanimity, and vigorous exertions of the lord- 
mayor, aided by the public force of the city, this 
ſociety was, it ſeems, completely diſſolved. Perſons 
may poſſibly differ in opinion reſpecting the degree 
of applauſe, which this great magiſtrate may de- 
ſerve, for his new and important diſcovery, that 
public political debate in the city of London is a 
crime, and for his conduct in conſequence of that 
diſcovery. But as I have met with no diſtinct 
narrative of his lordſhip's other ſervices, I ſhall 
not enter into any farther inveſtigation of the 
ſubject, but ſhall leave him in full poſſeſſion of 
all the honours, which may be attendant on a 
vote of approbation from the Crown and Anchor 


alociation. 


Oxz reaſon aſſigned for the aſſociations was, 


ce the preſervation of public tranquillicy. But 
there 


„ 5 * 
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a 
there is no reaſon to believe, that᷑ theſe aſſocia- 
tions have in the leaſt contributed to the eſtabliſh- 


ment of public tranquillity. It does not appear, 


that any riot has been ſuppreſſed by the exer- 
tions of the aſſoc ĩators, or that any have been pre- 
vented by any previous meaſures that they have 


adopted. On the contrary, at ſome places they 


ſeem to have had a ſtrong tendency to produce 
riots. At Mancheſter, in particular, on the even- 
ing of the very day, on which the aſſociation 
there was formed, a riot took place in that town, 
and the actors in it were avowedly of the ſame 
principles with thoſe of the aſſociators. Beſides 
other acts of violence, the loyal rioters, ſhouting 
* Church and King,“ made a violent attack on 
the houſe of Mr. Walker, and would probably 
have deſtroyed it, had it not been for the vigo- 
rous defence made by that gentleman and his 


friends. Mr. Walker is a man of excellent cha- 


rater, very eſtimable for his perſonal qualities, 
and who had rendered great public ſervices to 
the town; but becauſe his political creed hap- 
pened to be different from that of the aſſociators, 
the Church and King mob thought proper to 

evidence 
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evidence their loyalty, by attempting the demo- 


lition of his houſe. Mr. Walker's own firm and 
manly conduct prevented the greateſt part of the 
miſchief that was intended; but for his ſecurity 
he appears to have been very little indebted to 
the aſſoc iators. 


As the Crown and Anchor aſſociation declared, 
in one of their advertiſements, that it was proper 
that ſocieties, like theirs, * ſhould by reaſoning, 
« and by circulating cheap books and papers, 
« endeavour to undeceive thoſe poor people, 
* who have been miſled by the infuſion of opi- 
« nions, dangerous to their own welfare and that 


of the ſtate ;” they have accordingly publiſhed. 


a variety of pieces, ſuch © as appeared to them 
« moſt fit to counteract the poiſon of ſeditious 


« and inflammatory writings ;* and they have 
even opened a ſhop, near Temple-bar, for the 
expreſs purpoſe of ſelling theſe loyal publica- 


tions. 


War the tendency is of the publications, 
printed by order of the Crown and Anchor aſſo- 
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ciation, will beſt appear by an inſpection of 
them; and thoſe, by whom they ſhall be impar- 
tially examined, will ſoon diſcover, that the ſenti- 
ments which they convey are often extremely 
hoſtile to the intcreſts* of public freedom. In- 
deed, if ſome of the doctrines, now diſſeminated 
among the common people by theſe publications, 
had formerly prevailed in this country, and been 
generally adopted, the Revolution could never 
have taken place, nor would the princes of the 
Houſe of Hanover ever have been raiſed to the 
_ throne of Great- Britain. And if any miniſter 
were inclined to prepare the minds of the people 
for a deſpotic government, he could not eaſily 
employ better inſtruments, than men who would 
propagate among them ſuch ſentiments, as ſome 
of thoſe which are inculcated in the publications 
of the Crown and Anchor aſſociation- 


O great object of the publications of this 
aſſociation appears to be, to calumniate the 
friends of freedom. If the publication of the 
moſt virulent abuſe againſt thoſe men, whoſe 

| political 
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political ſentiments are different from their own, 
and the groſſeſt miſrepreſentation, be meritorious, 
to this ſpecies of merit the Crown and Anchor 
aſſociation have a juſt claim. In one of their 
publications it is ſaid, that © the perſons who 
* compoſe the ſocieties for CONSTITUTIONAL RE- 
“ FORMATION are men of weak heads, of bad 
« hearts, or deſperate fortunes *,” In another of 
theſe pieces it is aſſerted, that thoſe, who aſſo- 
ciate to increaſe the liberties of the people, 
i ſeek, by means which they know to be the 
* high road to confuſion, to ſeize what is not 
e their right, at the expence of crimes ſimilar 
* to thoſe which have deſtroyed one of the firſt 
Kingdoms in the world f.“ The friends of 
parliamentary reform, and of public liberty, are 
alſo called “ wicked and ſenſeleſs. reformers,” 
and “ ruffian levellers,” Thoſe, who are ſup- 
poſed to be republicans, and thoſe who are ad- 
vocates for a parliamentary reform, are all in- 
volved in the indiſcriminate abuſe of the Crown 
D and 
Publications printed at. £4; ex 2uce of the Society for 
preſerving Liberty and Property, &c. Part II. No. I. p. 6. 
* Ibid. Ne. VI, p. 8. 
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and Anchor aſſociation ®. The fa vou ters of the 
French revolution in England are alſo ſpoken of, 
as men © who have ſold themſelves to be the 
_ underlings of French fanaticiſm and villainy "bly 
and as * the inſtruments of hell-born diſcord, 
** who can never be gratified but by univerſal 
« bloodſhed and ruin . 


Is theſe publications principles are inculcated, 
which would have been much approved by king 
James the Firſt, and by the moſt bigotted of the 
old Tories and Jacobites. The people are taught, 
not to make a clamour about freedom, bur to 
leave all the national cares to the great . The 
doctrine, that all legitimate government origi- 
nates from the people, is endeavoured to be ex- 
ploded ||; and we are told, that © the antient 
« crown of this kingdom is now worn with here- 

wok « ditary 

Vid. Crown and Anchor cines publications, Part I. 
N*. 2 Po get-< 7 

+ Ibid. Ne. V. p. 5. 

t Ibid. p. 6. 


$ Ibid, Part I, No. VI. p. 16. 
„ 2. 


* 


« ditary right“. An implicit faith in the ad- 
miniſtration is alſo recommended to the people. 
They are adviſed not to meddle with political 
diſcuſſions ; but to truſt to a good miniſtry ;“ 
who will © take PARTICULAR CARE, that the 
* taxes ſhall be reduced, as often as the circum- 
« ſtances of the times will admit .”* They are 
alſo told of ** the terrible conſequences of a 
country being deprived of courtiers &; of the 


labours and dangers of miniſters of ſtate, and 


that they earn their ſalaries very dearly „by a 
ce laborious daily application to buſineſs ];“ and 
an important diſcovery is made, that © cour- 
'* tiers are ſo many channels through which the 
« wealth of the country is poured upon the 
« middling and lower orders of people. 


Great alarm has been excited throughout the 
nation about the writings of Mr. Paine; and 
D 2 accordingly 


Publications printed by order of the Society for preſerving 
Liberty and Property, &e. Part II. No. III. p. 21. 

+ Ibid. Part I. No. 7. p. 3. 

t Id. ibid, 

$ Ibid. No. VIII. p. 7, 
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accordingly Mr. Paine, and his writings, make a 


very principal figure in the publications of the 
Crown and Anchor aſſociation. But among all 


theſe publications not a ſingle calm, diſpaſſionate, 


argumentative anſwer to Mr. Paine's books, or 
refutation of his principles, is any where to be 


Found. There is, however, much low and vulgar 


abuſe of him“; and anſwers to arguments and 
principles as his, which are not advanced in any 
of his writings. No good cauſe E065 theſe 
arts, br um kind of n. 


F 


Ir is ſaid, in the publications of the Crown 
and Anchor affociation, not only that the 
Britiſh conſtitution is © the ſource of free- 
« dom, of felicity, and of glory, to this country, 
« and the envy of the reſt of the world,” but 


that it is « the maſter-piece, to wich all ra- 
tional 


* In proſe he is ſtiled . the envious and malignant fiend,” 
and in verſe it is ſaid of him, | 

«« As for vip'rous Mad Tom, he has long been our foe, 

«« And is leagu'd with all Hell to entail on us woe,” 
Vid. Crown and Anchor aſſociation publications, Part I. 
Ne. IV. p. 15. No., VI. p. 2. 
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* tional friends of liberty, throughout the globe, 
„look up, as to a matchlefs model for imita- 
* tion *.” Now if all this be true, or if the half 
of it be true, ſuch a conſtitution would be able 
to reſiſt any attacks whatever. Such a conſtitu- 
tion could not be overturned by all the attacks 
of Tnomas Paine, or materially injured even by 
the vindications of EpmunD Burks. 


One of the evil and pernicious doctrines, re- 
probated in the publications of the Crown and 
Anchor aſſociation, is, that * the houſe of com- 
* mons does not contain an adequate repreſenta- 
« tion of the people f. But this doctrine has 
formerly been very ſtrenuouſly maintained by 
members of the preſent cabinet, particularly by 
Mr. Pitt and the Duke of Richmond. The 
latter, in his letter to lieutenant-colonel Shar. 
man, profeſſed himſelf to be ſolicitous, that the 


people 


Publications printed by order of the Society for preſer- 
ving Liberty and Property, &c. Part II. No. III. p. 16. 

+ Publications printed at the expence of the Society for 
preſerving Liberty and Property, Part II. Ne. I. p. 7. 
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people ſhould © contend for their full, clear, 
« and indifputable right of univerſal repreſenta- 
„ tion.“ He added, « I know of no man, let 
him be ever ſo poor, who, in his conſumption 
« of food, and uſe of miment, does not pay 
* taxes; and I would wiſh to encourage an en- 


thuſiaſin for his country in the breaſt of every 


« ſuhject, by giving him his juſt ſhare in its 
« government.” There is undoubtedly full as 
much occaſion now for a reform of parliament, 
as there was when its neceſſity was ſo ſtrongly 
urged by this nobleman, and by the preſent chan- 
cellor of the exchequer. Whatever change there 
may have been in their ſentiments, or in their 


ſituations, the juſt claims of the people have ſuf. 


fered no alteration, and they have an inconteſtable 
right to aſſert them, with a zcal and an energy 


. e to their importance, 


Var admirable arguments are, however, em- 
ployed in the publications of the Crown and 
Anchor aſſociation, and very curious ſtatements 
made, in order to convince the people, that there 


can be no occaſion for a reform af parliament, or 


for 


Con 1 
for any oppoſition to the meaſures of adminiſtra= | 
tion. Every thing, it: ſeems, is preciſely as it 
ought to be. The taxes of this country, the 
common people are informed, are levied in the 
beſt of all poſſible modes. The taxes are laid 
t jn fuch a manner, that LITTLE Is PAID BY 


« THE POOR, and EVERY MAN IS AT LIBERTY 
% TO PAY' WHAT HE PLEASES, by living in that 
* manner that will ſubje&t him to the fewer 
taxes. They are alſo told, that they * are 
« in poſſeſſion of every right that is conſiſtent 
e with ſafety to the life and property of others 7. 
Every thing in the laws, and in the adminiſtra. 
tion of juſtice, is alſo perfectly right. Thus it 
is ſaid to the poor, « As long as you continue 
“ honeſt, and do no injury to your neighbour, 
« the law permits you to do exactly as you; pleaſe, 
« and it endeavours to make every thing com- 
e fortable to you, and ſeverely puniſhes all thoſe 
C who dare to diſturb you. You would find all 
* this to be true, 18 You KNEW ALL. THE PRO- 
„ CEEDINGS 
cen and Anchor aſſociation publications, Part I. 
N'. VII. p. 2. | 
t wid. Part I. Ne. VI. p. 7, 


La 


— OF THE COURTS OF LAW *,” They 
are likewiſe informed, that every individual in 
« this country, who finds himſelf aggrieved, may 


5 find his way to parliament, and is ſure of an 


« advocate and a friend . Should they not 
be ſimple enough to believe all this, (and they 
muſt be very ſimple if they do), they are then 
told, that if there are any deficiencies in the con- 
ſtitution, or errors in the government, they are 

« inevitable imperfections ariſing out of the ge- 
* neral nature of human affairs,” 


Tua there is great reaſon for a reform in the 
repreſentation of the people in the houſe of com- 
mons; that there are many defects in our laws, 
and in the mode of adminiſtering them, particu- 
larly with reſpect to the enormous expence attend- 
ing law-ſuits ; and many things which might ad- 
vantageouſiy be altered in our executive govern- 
ment, can be doubted by no intelligent and impar- 
tial man. But ſuch aſſociations, 2s that at the 

* Crown 


' Tbid, p. 11. 
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Crown and Anchor, and the principles which 
they inculcate, are calculated to lull the people 
into a fate of political inſenſibility, to ſupport 
antient abuſes, and to prevent thoſe improvements 
in the conftitution, and in the adminiſtration of 
juſtice, which muſt be wiſhed for by every man, 
who has a ſincere attachment to the real intereſts 
«FU Bunty. ne W 


© In the publications of this aſſociation, the 


revolution in France, and the tranſactions in that 


country, are miſrepreſented in the groſſeſt man- 
ner ; and much pains is taken to inſtil into the 
minds of the common people the moſt abſurd and 
iiber prejudices againſt the French nation f. 
E | Bur 


nee eee, eee. Part I. 
No VII. p. g. 


+ In one place it is ſaid, Don't we know that the French 
% have been always treacherous and deceitfal ? Don't we 
know that they have been ar 1b bottom of ALMOST ALL 
©. THE "TROUBLES THAT" HAVE HAPPENED IN THE 
wont p, axd eſpecially in Old England Cron and Anchor 
Publications, Part I. Ne III. p. 2. In another place, allu- 

ding 
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But though we are at preſent unhappily involved 
in a war wich France, it will not be the opinion 
of any equitable or impartial man, that ſuch miſ- 
repreſentations are defenſible, or that there is any 
merit in traducing the actions even of our ene- 


TarouUGuour a conſiderable part of theſe 
publications, doctrines are attempted to be re- 
futed, which no political ſociety in the kingdom 
has ever attempted to propagate. In particular, | 
the ridiculous idea of an equality of property, 1 
which, has never been advanced or eſpouſed in 
any of the popular ſocieties, which is not to be 1 
ſound in the writings of Mr. Paine, and which 1 t 
neyer met with a ſingle individual in the king- « 
dom who maintained, is perpetually introduced, 0 
in order to be combated, in the publications of 
ding to the affairs of France, and to what might be che 
effe&s of French opinions iv England, it is ſaid, ©* A huſband, 
in pecauſe he would nat join the ruf ane in plunging a dagger 
«4. in the break of 2 beneſatior, or roaſting an innocent child, 
might be brought home to his wife a mangled copie“ 
Ibid. p. 13. 
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this ſociety: and by them it ſeems to have been 


rendered more familiar to the comtion people 
than by any other means whatever. Thoſe Who 
have paid the leaſt attention to the ſubject truſt” 
know, that the 2quatity, eontended for by the 
friends of freedom, is an tQuaLiiry of rronts, 
and not an 2QuALifry of PROPYEY. Indeed, 
the only men in the Kingdom, who ſeem to have 
adopted any ideas of u equality of property, 
were the late rioters at Birmingham. For it is 
ſaid to have been aſſigned by ſome of them, as 2 


reaſon for demoliſning the houſes of the Difſen- 


ters in that town, that the Diſſenters had 
better houſes than the Chur ehen. Hut 
theſe ** Ruffian Levellers, like thoſe of Man- 
cheſter, were not Republicans, or Diſſenters, er 
Church and King men. 


# of 5 ' . Tx. —_ 
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Tur Crown and Anchor affociation have been 
defitous of inſtructing his majeſty's good ſubjects, 
in the principles of loyalty, and an implicit, faith 
in the wiſdom and redtitude of government, both 
in verſe and in proſe; and accordingly, beſides their 
excellent proſe pieces, a conſiderable variety of 
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very delectable ballads has been publiſhed under 


their ſanction. But whether their publications 
are in verſe, or in proſe, the ſame ſervile acqui- 


eſcence to men in power is inculcated, under the 


idea of maintaining and preſerving the conſtitu- 


tion. We may, indeed, admit of theſe publica- 


tions, to borrow a phraſe from one of them, that 


they are not * calculated to produce much ef- 
fect upon ſtrong, experienced, and well- in- 


« formed minds; but ſome of them are not ill 
adapted to impoſe on the weak and credulous, 
and to lead them to form ſuch: ideas as may be 
conformable to the views of Rf 


eee 2 O 


F he RO —— of the origin, the 
progreſs, and the conduct of the Croun and An- 
chor aſſociation, we may venture to aſſert, that 
it is a ſociety which can deſerve n no countenance 


or ſupport from any man, who is a, ſincere. and 
enlightened friend to the liberties of his country. 


Under the pretence of maintaining and preſer- 
ving the conſtitution, their conduct and publica- 


tions are in direct oppoſition to * Senpine prin- 
eiples. 


* — 
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ciples. But it cannot be ſuppoſed that the de- 
ceptions, which have been employed- to induce 
the people to concur in ſuch aſſociations, can 
much longer be practiſed with ſucceſs. The 
period is probably not far diſtant, when even the 
loweſt of the vulgar will diſcern, that depriving 
men of the freedom of the preſs, and of the free- 


dom of ſpeech, is not maintaining liberty and the 
conſtitution. It was not by aſfociations in ſup- 
port of the prerogative, or for extending its in- 


fluence, that the rights of Engliſnmen were eſta- 
bliſhed. It was not by an implicit faith: in 
miniſters of ſtate, it was not by ſervility to cour- 
tiers or to kings, that England has been rendered 
reſpectable and diſtinguiſhed among the nations 
of Europe. It was by the prevalence of the 
principles of puBLIc LIBER Tr, that this country 
attained to its preſent greatneſs; and it is by 
an adherence to theſe principles only, that its 
ſplendour and its proſperity can be continued, 
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